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A comprehensive plan is a flexible document that guides every nuance
of a community. Ideally it becomes a living document that is updated
regularly and adapts to changing realities over time. Change is a
constant, and requires communities to continually adapt their plans
and strategies while ensuring any long term changes are_in line with
the overall values that have been established.

Imagine your community 20 years ago, or how it will look 20 years from
now. The change that has occurred has been substantial, and it would
be inappropriate to rely on a 20+ year old plan to guide today’s
community. This is why plans should be updated regularly, and a
“deep dive” planning process should occur at least every 20 years.
This captures changes in the community’s desires and goals, as well as
changes that have occurred and are anticipated to occur.

The Planning Process involves several steps that are designed to solicit input from
the public and community stakeholders and compiles and synthesizes this input for approval by

the community officials. This ensures that the final product meets the community’s needs:

Public Input
Meetings are held where the

The Stakeholder Committee public is brought together to share
A group of community members that provide their input. These sessions gather
overall direction for the plan. They are input through a structured process
appointed at the beginning stages of the that ensures a good understanding

planning process and guide the process of the community’s vision.

through to its conclusion along with the
consultant.
Elected Officials

The plan is reviewed and recommended by the Zoning
Commission and approved by the Township Trustees. Once
adopted, the plan is used to guide and inform future
community growth and development.

Planning Timeframe

The goal of the planning process is to provide guidance for growth over the next 15 years.
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It is a document that guides the growth and development of a
community. The ultimate goal of a comprehensive plan is to gather
input from residents, businesses and public officials in order to form

a vision for the community. It serves as:

A way for the A tool for residents to

. . help shape their
community to unite .
neighborhoods.
around shared values.
A blueprint used by public
officials when making
decisions regarding
growth.
It is designed to bring out the It identifies measurable goals,

needs, desires and aspirations objections, and action steps to
of a community. implement the identified vision.

It should address all aspects of the community: land use, housing,
infrastructure, economics, and recreation/open space. It should answer

these questions:

What kind of aesthetic does How should a community
a community want? balance land uses-for

example, residential vs.
commercial?

What kind of
development should

occur in the community?
Where, and what should

it look like? Does a community

need new or updated
facilities or
recreational spaces?

Does the community need What kind of
updated roads, multi-use infrastructure is
paths, or bike paths? needed?




